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To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Rawtenstall  Borough  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1951  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 

j 

Continued  progress  has  been  made  in  the  improvement  of 
unsatisfactory  water  supplies  and  primitive  sanitation.  This  work 
is  unspectacular  and  requires  much  patient  and  detailed  labour 
but  it  is  vital  to  the  maintenance  of  the  health  and  well-being  of 
the  population.  Houses  without  proper  sanitation  and  with 
defective  water  supplies  are  still  numerous.  Slowly  but  surely 
these  problems  are  being  solved  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  and  the  leadership  given  by  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  indeed  by 
all  Members  of  the  Borough  Council. 

The  allocation  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  a  number  of 
houses  for  tenants  displaced  from  derelict  property  subject  to  a 
closing  order  has  been  a  most  useful  measure  and  has  enabled  a 
start,  albeit  a  small  one,  to  be  made  on  the  great  problem  of 
unsatisfactory  housing  accommodation  in  the  Borough. 

I  wish  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  and  officers  for  their 
valued  help  and  co-operation  during  the  )ear. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 
Spring  Garden  Chambers, 
8,  Kay  Street, 
RAWTENSTALL. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics 

and  Social  Conditions 


General  Summary. 


The  population  is  virtually  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
File  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  May,  1951,  was  25,320. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  13.5  and  the  adjusted  death  rate 
15.4  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate  is  gradually 
going  down  to  the  pre-war  level  and  is  below  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  which  was  15.5. 

The  death  rate  when  corrected  for  comparison  with  other 
areas  is  15.4  and  is  above  that  for  the  country,  which  has  a  rate 
of  12.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  33  per  1,000  live  births  compared 
with  the  national  rate  of  29.5.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

There  has  been  no  major  outbreak  of  infectious  disease.  The 
district  was  entirely  free  from  diphtheria  for  the  fifth  successive 
year.  There  were  two  mild  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  one  family 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning  which  appeared  to  be  connected  with 
('old  roast  turkey. 

Six  persons  died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  child 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Again  there  were  17  new  cases 
of  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease  and  five  cases  of  the  non- 
respiratory  type. 

khe  detailed  analysis  of  the  1950  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 
Survey  has  now  been  received  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  R. 
Stalker,  Medical  Director  of  No.  1  Unit  of  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  This  survey  was  conducted  with  par¬ 
ticular  reference  to  those  employed  in  the  shoe  and  slipper  industry 
and  no  less  than  65%  of  the  employees  were  X-rayed. 

Although  the  small  number  of  cases  discovered  makes  it 
difficult  to  draw  firm  conclusions  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the 
incidence  of  hidden  active  tuberculosis  (two  per  1,000)  was  less 
than  that  found  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  the  workers  in  this  industry  were 
more  liable  to  develop  tuberculosis  than  in  any  other  industry. 
Dr.  Stalker  has  summarised  his  findings  as  follows  : — 
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1.  The  incidence  of  hidden  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  as 
discovered  by  mass  radiography  in  1950  in  the  Rossendale 
Valley,  Lancashire,  among  1,985  male  shoe  and  slipper 
workers  was  2.0  per  1,000  and  among  2,034  female  shoe 
and  slipper  workers  was  1.5  per  1,000. 

2.  This  incidence  is  similar  to  that  in  a  control  group  of  workers 
in  other  industries  in  the  area,  and  similar  to  findings  of 
other  surveys  in  East  Lancashire.  The  incidence  is  well 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  for  the  period 
1943-1949,  and  much  below  the  incidence  found  among  boot 
and  shoe  workers  in  Northamptonshire  in  1945-46. 

3.  The  number  of  workers  in  the  shoe  and  slipper  industry  in 
this  area  at  the  time  was  6,175  of  whom  65.1%  were  X-rayed. 
The  numbers  are  too  small  to  allow  of  definite  conclusions 
but  as  far  as  can  be  judged  there  is  no  difference  in  the 
incidence  of  hidden  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  shoe  and 
slipper  industry  in  Rossendale  as  compared  with  the  inci¬ 
dence  in  other  industries  in  the  area. 

4.  Study  of  the  Decennial  Supplements  of  the  Registrar 
General  for  England  and  Wales  over  the  years  shows  a 
definitely  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  trade  in  the 
country  as  a  whole.  This  has  been  variously  attributed  to 
crowding  at  work,  selective  recruitment  and  late  industrialis¬ 
ation  of  the  industry.  It  seems  likely  that  this  high  incidence 
was  still  present  in  Northamptonshire  in  1945-46  but  that  it 
has  now  been  overcome  in  the  industry  there. 

It  is  not  possible  to  say  whether  there  ever  was  any  high 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  industry  in  the  Rossendale  Valley. 

The  practice  of  food  hygiene  has  continued  to  receive  every 
attention  and  courses  of  instruction  with  an  examination  bv  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Association  have  been  arranged. 

The  milk  supply  has  been  satisfactory  and  not  one  sample  of 
milk  in  a  series  of  60  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  although 
14  of  these  samples  did  not  pass  the  recognised  bacteriological 
standard. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  press  on  with  the  construction 
of  new  houses  and  has  assisted  with  the  closure  of  a  number  of 
unfit  houses  and  by  making  monetary  grants  has  encouraged  the 
abolition  of  the  pail  closet  system. 
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The  extension  of  public  mains  water  supply  has  continued 
throughout  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  policy  of 
eliminating  unsatisfactory  private  supplies. 


STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,528 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — according  to  the  Rate 

Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,180 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — Census  1931  ...  ...  8,079 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £155,455 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £602 

Population — Registrar  General’s  Estimate  (Mid-year, 

1951)  . .  . '  ...  25,320 

Population — Census  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  28,575 

Population— Census  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  25,426 


BIRTHS 

Male. 

Female 

Total 

1 

(  Legitimate  . 

172 

150 

322 

Live  Births  < 

I  Illegitimate  . 

5 

7 

12 

)  Total  . 

177 

157 

334 

1 

'  j 

[  Legitimate  . 

5 

5 

10 

Still  Births  i 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

— 

1 

1  Total  . 

6 

5 

11 

DEATHS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

| 

(  Legitimate  . 

5 

4 

9 

Infantile  \ 

1  Illegitimate  . 

— 

2 

2 

1  Total  . 

5 

6 

11 

) 

j 

\ 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Maternal  < 

|  Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

|  Total  . 

— 

— 

— 

Neo-natal  Mortality  —  infants  under  4 

weeks  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  6  10 

dotal  Number  of  Deaths  from  All  Causes  215  210  425 
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Live  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  •••  13.20 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate,  per  1.000  Population  ...  ...  13.50 

Still  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  ...  32.00 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  33.00 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  per.  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still) 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  00.00 

Neo-natal  Mortalitv  Rate,  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  30.00 

Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.80 

Adjusted  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  15.40 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratorv  System  0.28 

England  and  Wales. 

Live  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  .  .  15.50 

Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.50 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  29.60 


Comparativs  Statistics  for  Borough  of  Rawtf.nstall 

for  1946-1950. 

16.30 
15.00 

3.35 
43.00 


Live  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  Population 
Crude  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population  ... 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still) 
Births 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

5 

2 

7 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

1 

I 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

0 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles 

1 

0 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

9 

17 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

0 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

0 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15 

14 

29 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

35 

58 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

32 

12 

44 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

11 

16 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

49 

57 

106 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

10 

13 

22. 

Influenza 

6 

6 

12 

23. 

Pneumonia 

7 

5 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis 

20 

12 

32 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

3 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

0 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

0 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

5 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

0 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

0 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

15 

26 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

5 

2 

*7 

/ 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS  ... 

215 

210 

425 
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RAWTENSTALL  BOROUGH  -  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Year 

Population 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Birth 

1,000 

Rate  per 
population 

Infant  Mort. 
per  1 ,000 
live  births 

Actual 

Still 

Births 

Maternal  Death 
Rate 

Act 

Leg. 

ual 

Illeg. 

All 

Births 

per  1 ,000 
live 

per  1 ,000 
live  &  still 

1951 

25,320 

16.8 

322 

12 

13.2 

33 

11 

nil 

nil 

1950 

25,350 

15.5 

339 

16 

14.0 

37 

7 

2.82 

2.76 

1949 

25,220 

15.4 

368 

18 

15.3 

28 

5 

nil 

nil 

1948 

25,140 

14.2 

389 

19 

16.2 

48 

13 

4.04 

3.93 

1947 

24,630 

15.3 

486 

9 

20.0 

58 

11 

2.45 

2.38 

1946 

24,300 

14.2 

365 

23 

15.9 

35 

15 

7.73 

7.35 

1945 

23,000 

17.3 

305 

21 

14.1 

55.0 

10 

6.13 

5.95 

1944 

23,630 

15.5 

386 

16 

17.3 

57.21 

9 

4.97 

4.86 

1943 

23,630 

15.6 

323 

15 

14.3 

17.75 

8 

2.96 

2.89 

1942 

26,030 

12.6 

307 

10 

12.9 

34.7 

18 

nil 

nil 

1941 

25,770 

14.8 

294 

8 

11.7 

47.02 

17 

9.4 

8.92 

1940 

26,030 

14.8 

274 

5 

10.7 

46.9 

12 

nil 

nil 

1939 

26,8 1 0(Birth) 

26,910(Death) 

14.1 

269 

11 

10.4 

60 

7 

3.57 

3.48 

1938 

27,070 

14.0 

311 

10 

11.8 

62 

12 

6.23 

6.00 

1937 

27,300 

15.1 

257 

9 

9.7 

71 

11 

7.51 

7.22 

1936 

27,710 

14.4 

323 

12 

12.0 

59 

20 

nil 

nil 

1935 

27,940 

13.3 

263 

12 

9.8 

50 

22 

nil 

nil 

1934 

28,020 

12.4 

340 

17 

12.7 

78 

12 

2.80 

2.71 

1933 

28,130 

13.8 

270 

13 

10.0 

56 

19 

3.53 

3.31 

1932 

28,500 

13.2 

307 

9 

11.0 

63 

21 

3  deaths 

■  1931 

28,890 

13.4 

352 

15 

12.7 

49 

22 

5.44 

5,14 

1930 

28,660 

13.2 

330 

13 

11.9 

84 

22 

20.40 

1929 

28,660 

15.9 

385 

12 

13.8 

95 

18 

5.03 

1928 

28,990 

13.3 

354 

13 

12.6 

70 

31 

2.72 

1927 

28,920 

13.0 

401 

10 

14.2 

58 

10 

3  deaths 

1926 

28,890 

13.6 

407 

15 

14.6 

83 

8 

2 

1925 

28,960 

13.0 

420 

13 

14.9 

87 

7 

2 

1924 

29,200 

14.5 

465 

15 

16.4 

104 

15 

2 

1923 

29,020 

13.5 

490 

16 

17.4 

75 

16 

1 

1922 

28,990 

15.0 

471 

20 

16.9 

89 

10 

4 

1921 

28,470 

12.5 

573 

22 

20.5 

68 

17 

3 

1920 

28,470 

13.3 

559 

34 

20.8 

89.1 

9 

4 

1919 

27,379 

12.8 

334 

25 

12.5 

55 

7 

2 

1918 

25,232 

17.2 

343 

19 

12,8 

102 

4 

1917 

29,018(Birth) 

26,032(Death) 

12.37 

326 

18 

11.65 

73.31 

18 

3 

1916 

30,82 1  (Birth) 

28,328(Death) 

13.23 

485 

25 

16.54 

94.1 

24 

1 

1915 

29,575 

16.26 

528 

20 

18.53 

133.21 

0 

1914 

30,600 

15.95 

538 

24 

18.36 

88.913 

3 

1913 

30,500 

14.91 

275 

18 

19.44 

101.18 

1912 

30,500 

14.42 

553 

19 

18.75 

96.15 

2 

1911 

30,500 

15.14 

599 

25 

20.45 

129.80 

3 

1910 

32,960 

12.22 

599 

26 

18.96 

110.4 

6 

1909 

32,800 

13.96 

646 

30 

20.60 

102.07 

2 

1908 

32,700 

13.97 

705 

28 

22.41 

113.23 

2 

1907 

32,600 

15.46 

687 

33 

22.08 

136.11 

3 

1906 

32,200 

14.4 

642 

24 

20,68 

123.12 

4 

1905 

32,000 

14.21 

663 

36 

21.84 

118,8 

5 

1904 

31,350 

15.72 

675 

35 

22.64 

143.6 

2 

1903 

31,250 

15.23 

687 

21.95 

126.6 

3 

1902 

31,170 

14.14 

703 

22.55 

137.9 

1 

«  * 

SECTION  B. 


General  Provision 
of  Health  Services 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  County  Council 
is  responsible  for  the  local  health  services. 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and  milk  and 
water  samples  is  undertaken  without  charge  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

The  following  matters  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough 
Council  : — The  control  of  infectious  disease  ;  provision  of  suitable 
water  supplies ;  control  of  cleansing  and  disposal  of  refuse ;  in¬ 
spection  of  all  food  and  food  preparing  premises ;  sampling  of 
foodstuffs  (milk,  ice-cream,  etc.)  for  bacteriological  examination; 
sanitary  accommodation  to  houses,  '  factories,  shops  and  other 
premises  ;  inspection  of  houses  with  regard  to  fitness  for  human 
habitation  ;  nuisances  and  defects  ;  rodent  control ;  offensive  trades  ; 
smoke  abatement;  and  many  other  matters  concerned  with  en¬ 
vironmental  health. 

Hospital  facilities  are  now  under  the  Regional  Board  and 
Management  Committees  and  patients  are  admitted  without  regard 
lo  local  boundaries. 

Ambulance,  District  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and 
administered  under  the  Divisional  Health  Service  Scheme. 
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SECTION  C. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


Infectious  Disease. 


Infectious  disease  continued  to  be  mild  in  character  and 
showed  itself  mainly  as  an  outbreak  of  measles  and  whooping- 
cough.  There  was  no  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis.  Parents  should 
remember  that  the  continued  absence  of  diptheria  depends  on  the 
immunisation  of  children  against  it  and  efforts  in  this  direction 
must  not  be  relaxed.  Parents  may  have  their  children  immunised 
under  the  County  Council’s  arrangements  either  by  their  own 
doctor  or  at  any  Child  Welfare  Centre. 


The  number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria  during  1951  is  shown 
by  the  following  table  : — 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  FINAL  INJECTION 

0- 

1  — 

2— 

3— 

4— 

Total 

0—4 

5— 

Total 
10—  |  5—14 

240 

34 

6 

7 

1 

288 

7 

1 

2  |  9 

I 

The  percentages  of  children  who  have  completed  a  full  course 
of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1951,  are  as 
follows  : — 

Children  under  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  68.6% 

Children  5-14  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  85.8% 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH  YEAR  FROM 

1942  TO  1951. 


Disease. 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

195! 

Smallpox  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

66 

60 

61 

42 

20 

28 

7 

14 

38 

7 

Diphtheria  . 

13 

25 

27 

42 

30 

... 

... 

.  . . 

... 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

42 

50 

44 

41 

41 

48 

32 

... 

42 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  j 

30 

50 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

.  .  . 

3 

2 

2 

6 

2 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  . 

.  . . 

— 

»  .  » 

1 

. .  . 

.  . . 

... 

.  .  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

1 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

Dysentery  . 

1 

3 

6 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

23 

10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

8 

3 

7 

1 

4 

8 

2 

4 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

26 

5 

7 

8 

6 

5 

11 

3 

5 

1  i 

Measles  . 

357 

49 

91 

146 

95 

97 

305 

20 

479 

111 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

26 

51 

53 

15 

36 

38 

105 

1 6 

123 

66 

Malaria — Contracted  Abroad... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

.  .  * 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7 

Totals  . 

547 

250 

296 

360 

241 

229 

464 

90 

711 

255 

NUMBER  OF  DIPHTHERIA 


CASES  AND  DEATHS,  1937-51. 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 


No.  of  cases. 

30 

19 

14 

54 

12 

13 

25 

27 

42 

30 

nil 

nil 


nil 

nil 


No.  of  deaths, 

3 

4 

1 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  results  of  bacteriolog-ieal  and 
pathological  examinations  during-  the  year. 


Particulars  of  Examination. 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Throat  Swabs 

C.  Diphtheriae  . 

— 

8 

8 

Vincent’s  Organisms  . 

— 

8 

8 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  .. 

2 

6 

8 

Nose  Swabs 

C.  Diphtheriae  .  . 

— 

3 

3 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  .. 

— - 

3 

3 

Faeces  Specimens 

Dysentery  Group  . 

5 

21 

26 

Typhoid  . 

— 

26 

26 

Salmonella  . 

— - 

26 

26 

Vaginal  Smears 

Gonococci  . 

- — 

2 

2 

Urine 

Albumin  . 

2 

3 

5 

Deposits  . 

5 

— 

5 

Culture  . 

4 

1 

5 

Blood 

Wasserman  . 

— 

1 

1 

Gonococci  . 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ........... 

18 

109 

127 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Each  case  of  tuberculosis  is  visited  bv  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  as  soon  as 
possible  after  receipt  of  notification.  During  the  year  108  cases 
were  visited,  the  number  of  visits  paid  being  188.  Where  desir¬ 
able,  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  treatment  is  arranged  for  after 
consultation  between  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  Medical 
Practitioner  concerned. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  152  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  on  the  register.  22  cases  were  added  and  10  cases  taken 
off  the  register,  leaving  a  total  of  164  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the 
cases  on  the  register  during  the  year. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  CASES  ON  REGISTER  DURING  1951. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

No.  of  cases  on  register 
at  beginning  of  year 

50 

50 

100 

19 

33 

52 

69 

83 

152 

No.  of  cases  addled  to 
register  during  year  .. 

12 

5 

17 

2 

3 

5 

14 

8 

22 

No.  of  cases  removed 
from  register  during 
year : — 

(a)  Died  . . . 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

(b)  Left  the  district  ... 

1 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

I 

1 

2 

(c)  Recovered  . 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

(d)  Diagnosis  not  con¬ 
firmed  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

No.  of  cases  remaining 
on  register  at  end  of 
year : — 

57 

52 

109 

20 

35 

55 

77 

87 

164 

The  following-  table  gives  the  age  groups  of  new  eases  taken 
on  the  register  and  deaths  of  cases  removed  from  the  register 
during  1951. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1951. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

N  ~n  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Males 

Fern’s 

Males 

Fern’s 

Males 

Fern’s 

Males 

Fern’s 

0-  ! 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

1-  5 

•  •  • 

,  ,  » 

l 

1 

... 

1 

5-10 

•  .  • 

.  *  • 

•  .  • 

.  •  . 

.  •  > 

,  ,  „ 

10-15 

•  •  • 

1 

•  .  . 

*  .  • 

•  .  • 

15-20 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  « 

... 

... 

20-25 

4 

,  ,  , 

1 

1 

.  . . 

25-35 

4 

1 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  » 

35-45 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

. . . 

45-55 

1 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

.  • . 

55-65 

♦  •  • 

1 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

2 

1 

Over  65 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

12 

5 

2 

3 

4 

2 

V _ _  . 

1 

17 

Y 

5 

Y 

6 

o r 

1 

SECTION  i). 


Sanitary  Circumstances 


To  the  (' hairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen., 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  annual  report  on  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Section  of  your  local 
Health  Services. 

The  year  has  seen  appreciable  progress  made  towards  the 
provision  of  public  water  supplies  in  areas  at  present  served  from 
unsatisfactory  private  sources,  and  the  relative  details  are  given 
in  the  text  of  the  report.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  state  that  23 
private  water  supplies  have  been  condemned,  schemes  have  been 
prepared  and  approved  for  525  houses  and  water  main  laying 
completed  to  149  houses.  It  will  be  observed,  in  addition  to 
achieving  practical  implementation  of  the  recommendations  made 
in  November,  1950,  much  interesting  and  enlightening  informa¬ 
tion  was  obtained  from  the  intensive  bacteriological  and  chemical 
sampling  which  was  undertaken. 

Further  steady  progress  was  made  in  dealing  with  prioritv 
unfit  dwellings  which  could  not  be  repaired  at  reasonable  expense. 
This  was  achieved  by  : — (a)  representation  of  unfit  dwellings 
for  closure  or  demolition  within  the  number  of  Council  houses 
allocated  to  the  Department  by  the  Housing  Committee  for  re¬ 
housing  of  dispossessed  families,  and  (b)  by  the  closure  or  demo¬ 
lition  of  other  unfit  dwellings  which  have  been  vacated.  It  is  felt 
that  the  policy  pursued  over  the  past  two  years  is  justified  as  more 
end  more  of  the  former  hopeless  cases  are  dealt  with. 

Another  feature  of  the  year’s  work  was  the  survey  of  all 
property  still  on  the  pail  closet  system,  with  particular  regard 
being  directed  to  the  accessibility  of  the  property  to  sewers  and 
water  supplies.  The  Council  supported  the  recommendations  set 
out  in  the  report  submitted  and  agreed  to  pursue  a  vigorous  policy 
in  eliminating  all  pail  closets  wherever  possible.  To  achieve  this 
they  consented  to  make  a  grant  of  one  half  the  cost  of  each 
conversion,  and  are  thus  able  to  pursue  the  policy  by  statutory 
action.  The  cost  of  making  contributions  towards  waste  water 
closet  conversions  was  also  considered  and  it  was  agreed  to  make 
;i  grant  of  £10  towards  such  conversions,  provided  the  work  was 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  specification  of  works. 

It  became  increasingly  apparent  during  the  year  that  with 
the  Inspectorial  Staff  available  many  aspects  of  environmental 
sanitation  could  not  be  given  sufficient  attention.  For  instance, 
the  vast  amount  of  work  entailed  in  the  conversion  of  private  water 
supplies,  which  will  continue  for  many  years  yet,  prevented  the 
Department  from  continuing  its  housing  survey  which  had  been 
started  in  1950,  whilst  food  hygiene  and  atmospheric  pollution 
were  other  items  to  which  serious  attention  could  not  be  given. 
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It  was  very  gratifying'  to  receive  the  Council’s  practical  sup¬ 
port  and  encouragement  by  their  decision  to  appoint  a  Second 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  appointed  officer  com¬ 
menced  duties  on  1st  January,  1952. 

Whilst  one  may  deplore  the  transfer  of  functions  relating  to 
milk  production  from  the  local  authority  to  a  more  remote  body, 
which  was  effected  in  1948,  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  im¬ 
portant  duties  relative  to  milk  distribution  still  remain  to  be  carried 
out  by  local  authorities.  The  time  spent  previously  in  dairy  farm 
inspections  can  now  be  very  well  devoted  to  properly  organised 
and  frequent  milk  sampling  in  order  to  test  the  purity  of  milk  with 
regard  to  its  keeping  quality  and  its  freedom  from  tubercle  bacilli. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  80%  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 
proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  keeping  quality,  whilst  not  one  single 
sample  revealed  evidence  of  tubercular  infection.  The  increase  in 
ice-cream  consumption,  as  evidenced  by  more  and  more  shops 
applying  to  be  registered  for  its  sale,  also  calls  for  increased 
attention  to  the  purity  of  a  food  which  by  faulty  handling  can  be 
the  cause  of  illness.  Increased  sampling  assisted  in  maintaining 
a  measure  of  control  of  bacteriological  purity  and  as  86%  of  the 
samples  received  satisfactory  grading,  it  is  indicated  that,  gener- 
ally  speaking,  ice  cream  sold  in  the  town  is  being  manufactured 
and  handled  under  hygienic  conditions. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  place  on  record  the  excellent 
co-operation  and  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  staff  and 
colleague  officials,  including  those  of  the  Irwell  Valley  Water 
Board  and  also  express  my  appreciation  of  the  encouragement 
afforded  me  by  the  committee  and  Council  in  the  execution  of  my 
duties. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CUNLIFFE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Circumstances. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  the  exception  of  51  houses  in  the  Cowpe  district,  which 
arc  supplied  from  mains  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Bacup 
Corporation,  the  public  water  supply  to  6,886  houses  in  the 
Borough  is  furnished  by  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board.  The 
remaining  2,093  houses  are  supplied  from  private  sources,  the 
water  being  piped  into  the  houses  in  all  but  26  instances. 

(1)  PUBLIC  SUPPLY. 

Upland  surface  reservoirs  at  Clowbridge,  Greenfold  and 
Clough  Bottom  provide  the  sources  lor  the  main  public  supply. 
The  whole  supply  is  chlorinated,  and  part  of  the  supply  is  filtered 
through  closed  pressure  filters.  Owing  to  certain  waters  being 
derived  from  peaty  moorlands  there  is  a  liability  to  plumbo- 
solvency  and  the  water  is  lime  treated  to  overcome  this.  Ninety 
examinations  for  plumbo-solvency  were  made  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  Water  Board  also  reports  that  satisfactory 
results  were  obtained  from  90  bacteriological  and  20  chemical 
examinations  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  Department  also 
collected  11  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  4  samples 
for  chemical  examination,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory.  Ex¬ 
tensions  of  distribution  mains  were  mainly  to  new  housing  sites. 


(2)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

idle  year  has  been  notable  for  the  progress  made  in  dealing 
with  unsatisfactory  private  water  supplies,  details  of  which  were 
published  in  last  year’s  Report.  The  following  statistical  review 
sets  out  the  essential  details  of  the  action  taken. 


PROGRESS 


BY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


I  otal  No.  of  houses  in  Borough  likely  to  be 

reviewed  for  conversion  . 

Schemes  prepared  and  forwarded  to  I.V.W. 

Board  and  Bacup  Corporation  . 

Schemes  approved  bv  Council  . 

Water  Board  authorised  to  extend  mains  ... 

Informal  Notices  served  on  owners  . 

Formal  Notices  served  on  owners  . 


No.  of 

No.  of 

private 

houses. 

supplier 

1906 

101 

774 

38 

531 

23 

525 

23 

369 

8 

6  1 
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Progress  by  water  undertakings. 


Plans  and  estimates  submitted  to  Health 

Department  . .  603  27 

New  mains  laid  .  149  3 

PROGRESS  BY  OWNERS. 

Agreements  received  from  owners  to  connect 

to  new  mains  . 233 

Plumbers  authorised  .  159 

Connected  to  new  mains  .  27 


CONTROL  MEASURES. 


(a)  Sampling. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


of  samples  taken  during'  1951 

reported  ‘satisfactory’  . 

reported  ‘suspicious’  . 

reported  ‘unsatisfactory’  . 


acterio- 

Chemical . 

Chemical 

logical. 

(organic 

(presence 

content). 

of  lead) . 

474 

70 

92 

189 

59 

62 

49 

8 

— 

236 

3 

30 

Note . — The  samples  have  covered  the  supplies  to  1,648  houses. 


(b)  Warning  Letters  to  Consumers. 


No.  of  houses. 


(1)  Advice  to  boil  and  run  ‘standing’  water  to  waste  281 

(2)  Advice  to  boil  only  .  395 

(3)  Advice  to  run  ‘standing’  water  to  waste  only  ...  25 


701 

Note. — -Advice  to  boil  water  is  sent  following  3  bacteriological 
reports  revealing  excessive  contamination.  Advice  to  run  ‘stand¬ 
ing’  water  to  waste  is  sent  following  a  chemical  report  on  water 
taking  up  excessive  quantities  of  lead. 


FINANCIAL. 


£  s.  d. 

Total  cost,  of  approved  schemes  .  10,577  17  7 

Net  capital  deficiency  payable  by  Corporation  .  6,590  18  8 


The  intensive  sampling  programme  undertaken,  in  addition 
to  providing  essential  information  in  the  event  of  the  Council’s 
action  to  abolish  private  water  supplies  being  challenged  in  a 
Court  of  Law,  yielded  much  interesting  data  on  the  significance 
and  value  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  water. 
1,648  houses  supplied  by  68  separate  private  water  supplies  were 
covered  by  the  samples  collected.  A  summary  of  the  technical 
data  recorded  during  the  year  follows:  — 
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1.  Sampling  revealed  that  nearly  50%  of  the  474  samples 
of  water  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  were  repor¬ 
ted  as  unsatisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

2.  The  average  number  of  samples  collected  per  supply 
numbered  7. 

3.  Increased  sampling  from  the  supplies  reviewed  in  the 
Water  Survey  Report  1950  resulted  in  88.6%  of  these  supplies 
being  classified  in  1951  as  unsatisfactory,  as  against  57%  in 

1950. 

4.  Results  indicate  that  at  least  10  samples  should  be 
collected  from  any  supply,  under  varying  weather  conditions, 
before  a  balanced  assessment  of  its  fitness  can  be  made. 
Fluctuation  in  results  from  even  the  worst  supplies  was  con¬ 
siderable. 

5.  The  effect  on  sampling  results  of  agricultural  utilisation 
of  the  land,  rainfall  and  atmospheric  temperature  was  tabulated 
The  highest  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained 
when  rainfall  and  temperature  were  high  during  the  summer 
months  and  cattle  were  grazing  on  the  gathering  grounds. 

6.  Generally  speaking  few  chemical  examinations  revealed 
with  certainty,  pollution  which  was  apparent  from  bacterio¬ 
logical  results. 

7.  Chemical  analysis  for  lead  content  revealed  that  48% 
»1  the  supplies  reviewed  were  piumbo-solvent  to  some  degree 
and  that  266  houses  received  water  with  a  lead  content  in 
excess  of  the  limit  of  safety. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  is  situated  in  Haslingden  and  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Bacup,  Rawtenstall  and  Haslingden 
Outfall  Sewerage  Board.  The  method  of  treatment  is  by  precipita¬ 
tion  and  filtration  with  outfall  into  the  River  Irwell. 

The  sewerage  scheme  is  on  the  separate  system  but  the 
presence  of  old  uncharted  goits  and  water  courses  gives  rise  to 
Hooding  problems  during  abnormally  heavy  rainfalls,  similar  to 
those  experienced  in  August,  1950. 

The  main  extension  to  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year 
was  in  connection  with  new  housing  developments.  There  were 
655  inspections  in  relation  to  drainage  defects,  and  599  complaints 
of  blocked  drains,  etc.,  were  dealt  with  by  the  Department  during 
the  year.  There  are  a  number  of  farms  and  cottages  net  connected 
to  the  sewers  by  reason  of  their  isolation. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Rivers  Irwell,  Limy  Water  and  Whitewell  Brook  are 
polluted  by  industrial  premises  in  the  area  and  improvement  in  this 
matter  is  one  of  the  chief  sanitary  requirements  in  this  district. 

Fhe  responsible  authority  for  dealing  with  pollution  is  the 
Me  rsey  River  Board,  with  whom  contact  was  made  on  a  number 
of  occasions  during  the  year  regarding  abnormal  pollutions.  The 
area  of  the  Board  is  based  on  the  natural  drainage  areas  of  rivers 
and  streams  which  ultimately  feed  the  River  Mersey,  this  arrange¬ 
ment  being*  far  superior  to  the  previous  one,  where  the  functional 
area  was  determined  by  local  authorities’  boundaries. 

The  River  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1951,  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1951.  The  Act  provides  the  responsible 
authorities  with  all  the  powers  that  are  at  present  considered 
necessary  by  Parliament  for  dealing  with  problems  of  river  pollu¬ 
tion.  At  the  same  time,  persons  who  discharge  effluents  will 
know,  in  course  of  time,  as  precisely  as  is  possible,  the  conditions 
to  which  they  should  conform. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  privy  middens  .  7 

No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens  .  7 

No.  of  pail  closets  .  340 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  (exclusive  of  middens)  .  20 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  .  3,464 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets  .  4,564 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  for  refuse  .  8,836 

SANITARY  CONVERSIONS. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  to  fresh  W.C’s .  5 

No.  of  Waste  W.C’s.  to  Fresh  W.C’s .  24 


No.  of  houses  at  which  movable  receptacles  have  been 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles  . 

A  survey  was  made  during  1951  of  the  pail  closets  in  the 
Borough  with  a  view  to  estimating  the  number  which  could 
possibly  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system.  The  premises 
affected  were  finally  grouped  in  four  main  categories  based  on  the 
availability  of  sewers  and  water  supplies,  viz  : — 

No.  of  Pails 

A.  Property  within  100  ft.  distance  of  existing  sewer 


and  water  supplies  . .  45 

B.  Property  within  a  reasonable  distance  but  more 

than  100  ft.  from  existing  sewer  .  24 
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C.  Property  where  appreciable  sewer  extension 
would  be  necessary  . 


47 


D.  Property  which  is  so  isolated  and/or  of  such  a 
type  that  proper  sewerage  is  unlikely  ever  to  be 
considered  : 

(a)  Pails  emptied  by  Department  . 

(b)  Pails  not  emptied  by  Department  . 


109 

115 


340 


All  pails  in  categories  A.  B.  C.  and  109  in  Category  D,  i.e.  225 
pails,  are  served  by  the  Council,  the  remaining  115  pails  are  at  iso¬ 
lated  farms  and  cottages  not  accessible  to  regular  collection.  The 
Health  Committee  resolved  to  secure  as  early  as  possible  the 
conversion  of  pails  in  Category  A  and  have  requested  the  High¬ 
ways  and  Sewerage  Committee  to  consider  the  practicability  of 
laying  sewers  to  the  properties  in  Categories  B.  and  C.  This  wras 
under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Committee  further  agreed  to  pay  one  half  the  cost  of 
pail  conversions  and  to  pursue  the  matter  by  formal  action  if 
necessary.  Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  question  of  mak¬ 
ing  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  converting  waste  water 
closets  of  which  there  are  3464  in  the  Borough.  It  was  also 
decided  to  encourage  these  conversions  by  making  a  grant  of  £10 
to  each  conversion  subject  to  the  work  being  carried  out  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Department.  By  these  steps  it  is  believed  that 
considerable  progress  can  be  made  to  improve  the  type  of  sanitary 
accommodation  in  the  town. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  during  1951. 


No.  of  Total 

NATURE  OF  VISIT.  Primary  No.  of  No.  of 

Visits.  Re-visits.  Visits. 


Dwelling*  House  Repairs  —  Public 
Health  Act  . 

212 

189 

401 

Dwelling"  House  Repairs — Housing 
Act  . 

45 

48 

93 

Survey  —  Housing  . 

3 

— 

3 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  . 

544 

Ill 

655 

Refuse  Accommodation  . 

133 

21 

154 

Sanitary  Accommodation  . 

59 

— 

59 

Verminous  Premises  . 

9 

9 

18 

Private  Water  Supplies  . 

156 

13 

169 

Water  Sampling  . 

595 

72 

667 

Milk  Sampling  (bacteriological)  _ 

85 

— 

85 

Milk  Sampling  (chemical)  . 

23 

- — ■ 

23 

Food  Inspections  . 

124 

- — - 

124 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . 

442 

1 

443 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

70 

4 

74 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  . 

57 

— 

57 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power... 

8 

— 

8 

Smoke  Abatement  . 

2 

— 

2 

Rodent  Control  . 

36 

3 

39 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

8 

2 

10 

Food  Poisoning  . 

4 

3 

7 

Disinfections  . 

30 

7 

37 

Public  Conveniences  . 

245 

1 

246 

Cleansing  and  Salvage  . 

248 

— 

248 

Miscellaneous  . 

31 

— 

31 

3169 

484 

3653 
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WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

The  following-  list  of  housing  defects  and  nuisances  were  dis¬ 
covered,  remedied,  and  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  notice:  — 

Number  Number 


Situation  of  Defect.  Discovered.  Remedied. 

Roofs  .  28  43 

Chimney  Stacks  .  5  5 

Eaves  Gutters  . 24  20 

Rainwater  Pipes  .  10  18 

Wall  Pointings,  etc .  72  26 

Outbuildings  .  5  2 

Yard  Sur facings  .  2  1 

W.C.  Fittings  . 2  4 

Soil  Pipes  .  —  1 

Waste  Pipes  .  5  11 

Closet  Pails  . 10  10 

Drains  .  37  42 

W.C.  Flushing  Apparatus  .  73  80 

Dustbins  . - .  13  20 

Guard  Rails  .  2  2 

Coal  Grates  .  —  1 

Plasterwork  .  27  46 

Windows  .  36  25 

Doors  . 8  8 

Floors  .  9  8 

Fireranges  . 8  9 

Chimney  Flues  . 3  1 

Sinks  .  2  4 

Water  Supply  Pipes  . 2  2 

Art.  Light  Fittings  .  1  2 

Unsatisfactory  Private  Water  Supply  .  531  23 


915  414 

In  addition  to  the  above,  599  complaints  relating  to  blocked 
drains,  etc.,  were  dealt  with.  During  the  vear  382  dustbins  were 
supplied  by  this  Department. 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Informal  .  496 

Statutory  . . .  17 


A TMOS  P H E R I C  POLL UTION . 

Much  work  requires  to  be  dene  in  this  connection,  although 
serious  pollution  is  confined  to  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
works.  Ii  is  hoped  that  with  the  increased  staff  which  will  be 
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available  during  1952  more  attention  can  be  given  to  this  matter. 
Satisfactory  solution  of  the  various  problems  calls  for  co-operative 
action  with  the  various  bodies  and  generally  speaking,  industrial¬ 
ists  in  the  area  co-operate  readily.  There  is,  however,  too  great 
a  tendency  to  blame  inferior  or  unsuitable  fuels,  which  undoubtedly 
increase  the  difficulties  of  suppressing  nuisances,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  becomes  increasingly  important  to  utilise  more  efficient 
plants  and  fuelling  procedures. 

During  1951  improvements  to  boiler  plants  and  stoking 
arrangements  were  completed  at  two  works  in  the  area  and  work 
was  in  progress  at  a  third  at  the  end  of  the  vear. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Health  Committee,  the 
Housing'  Committee  agreed  to  install  approved  smokeless  fuel 
grates  at  all  existing  Corporation  houses  as  and  when  the  existing 
fire  grates  became  redundant. 

DISINFESTATION. 

Advice  and  assistance  is  given  to  all  occupiers  of  infested 
premises  who  seek  our  help.  Treatment  for  householders  is  free 
if  their  co-operation  can  be  secured,  and  the  methods  vary 
according  to  circumstances.  The  substances  used  are  5%  D.D.T. 
powders  with  pyrethrum,  5%  liquid  D.D.T.  in  kerosene,  and 
Fumite  D.D.T.  smoke  generators. 

Treatment  by  the  Department’s  staff  has  been  undertaken  in 
the  following  cases  : — - 

Houses.  Rooms. 

Cockroaches  .  9  20 

DISINFECTION. 

Visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  in¬ 
vestigation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  the  disinfection  of 
rooms  and  articles.  The  following  treatments  were  given  in  1951  : 


Disinfected.  Destroyed. 
T.B.  Others  T.B.  Others 

Rooms  .  14  —  — 

Beds  .  9  25 

Other  Articles  .  164  —  —  136 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  23  schools  in  the  Borough  and  the  following  table 
sets  out  the  general  standard  of  sanitary  arrangements.  The 
Regulations  referred  to  are  based  on  the  School  Premises  Amend¬ 
ing  Regulations. 
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Yard  surfaces  unsatisfactory  .  12 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

Fresh  water  closets  only  . .  15 

Trough  closets  only  .  4 

Part  fresh  water  closet  and  part  trough  closets  ...  4 

Deficiencies  by  standards  prescribed  by  Regula¬ 
tions  .  12 

Refuse  Disposal  by  dustbins  . 23 

Water  Supply  — 

Public  Mains  . 22 

Private  Supplies  .  1 

Washing  facilities  unsatisfactory  according  to 

standards  prescribed  by  Regulations  .  18 

Drinking  facilities  unsatisfactory  .  21 


The  facilities  for  handling  school  meals  were  mainly  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  observed.  A  central 
meal  kitchen  supplies  the  majority  of  schools,  the  meals  being 
carried  in  insulated  containers. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two  tripe  dressing  premises  in  the  Borough  which 
receive  periodic  inspection. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Control  of  moveable  dwellings  is  effected  by  Section  140  of  the 
Rawtenstall  Corporation  Act,  1907.  One  application  was  made 
during  the  year,  but  was  refused  on  the  grounds  of  unsatisfactory 
water  supply  arrangements. 

RAG  FLOCK. 

The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  November,  1951,  and  the  Act  repeals 
the  Rag  Flock  Acts  of  1911  and  1928.  The  new  Act  creates  a 
comprehensive  control  over  a  wide  range  of  filling  materials. 
Premises  manufacturing  or  storing  Rag  Flock  are  required  to  be 
licensed,  whilst  premises  using  the  prescribed  filling  materials  for 
new  upholstery,  bedding,  etc,,  are  to  be  registered.  Standards  of 
cleanliness  for  filling  materials  are  also  laid  down  and  the  new 
\ct  provides  for  sampling  similar  to  the  powers  contained  in  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  There  are  no  licensed  premises  within 
the  Borough  but  two  premises  are  registered  as  users  of  filling 
materials. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

One  man  is  employed  on  rodent  control  work  and  the  tech¬ 
nique  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
is  carried  out  in  all  cases.  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  came  into  operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950,  and  no 
special  difficulties  were  found  in  its  administration.  A  free  service 
is  given  to  tenants  of  domestic  premises  but  a  charge  is  made  for 
the  treatment  of  business  premises.  Close  co-operation  is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  in  cases 
of  infestations  occurring  at  farms  and  other  agricultural  premises, 
which  under  the  new  Act  come  under  our  jurisdiction.  The  major 
source  of  infestation  in  the  Borough  arises  from  the  banks  of  the 
River  Irwell  and  tributaries,  and  it  is  customary  to  treat  the  river 
banks  at  the  same  time  as  infested  properties  nearby.  Infested 
sewers  are  treated  twice  yearly  for  the  destruction  of  rats,  and 
this  method  appears  to  keep  down  the  sewer  infestation  to  a 
minimum  level. 

The  following  summary  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  under 
this  heading:  — 

SURFACE  INFESTATIONS. 


No.  of  premises  found 


Type  of  Infestation.  to  be  infested. 

Rats— major  (estimated  rat  population  exceeding 

20  rats)  . . . . : . .  31 

Rats — -minor  (estimated  rat  population  less  than 

20  rats)  . 85 

Mice  .  17 

133 

No.  of  properties  inspected  .  181 

No.  of  treatments  carried  out  for  rats  and  mice  ...  116 

No.  of  separate  occupancies  treated  under  block 

control  schemes  .  26 


SEWER  TREATMENTS. 

Total  No.  of  manholes  . 

No.  of  manholes  test  baited 
No.  of  manholes  pre-baited 
No.  of  infested  manholes  .. 


1st  treatment.  2nd  treatment. 


1785 

1785 

196 

- - 

444 

444 

169 

65 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 


No.  on  No.  of 
Register.  Inspections. 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 


are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities...  184 
Factories  not  included  above  to  which 

Section  7  applies  . . .  163  8 

Other  Premises  to  which  Section  7  applies  ...  9 


Totals  .  356  8 


DEFECTS  FOUND.  Referred 


toH.M,  by  H.M. 

Found.  Remedied.  Inspector.  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  .  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  .  9  10  —  1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  .  —  —  —  — - 


9  10  —  1 


OUTWORKERS. 

In  accordance  with  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
notifications  on  the  August  list  were  received  from  9  factory 
occupiers  in  the  Borough  that  52  outworkers  are  employed  in 
classes  of  work  specified  by  order.  These  are  entirely  connected 
with  the  slipper  industry.  In  8  cases  where  the  outworker  carried 
on  work  outside  the  Borough  the  appropriate  Local  Authorities 
were  informed. 


Public  Cleansing. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  undertaken  by 
five  S.D.  freighters.  The  town  is  divided  into  four  districts  and 
the  additional  vehicle  is  used  to  render  assistance  on  each  district 
as  desired,  to  replace  vehicles  which  have  a  breakdown,  and 
generally  act  as  a  spare  vehicle.  Apart  from  a  few  ashpits  at 
isolated  cottages  not  situated  conveniently  for  regular  collection, 
dustbins  are  provided  for  the  reception  of  house  and  shop  refuse. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  in  1952  a  survey  of  refuse  storage  accom¬ 
modation  will  be  made,  during*  which  all  premises  will  be  inspected 
and  information  obtained  on  the  number,  type,  condition  suffi¬ 
ciency  and  accessibility  of  dustbins.  It  is  also  hoped  to  re¬ 
organise  the  present  refuse  collection  system  in  order  to  achieve 
a  more  regular  and  frequent  service. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  from  shop  premises,  and  kitchen 
waste  from  220  communal  bins,  canteens,  etc.,  is  undertaken  by 
a  Bedford  vehicle  fitted  with  an  Eagle  refuse  collecting  body.  Raw 
kitchen  waste  is  delivered  to  a  concentrator  plant  at  Church,  some 
seven  miles  distant,  and  concentrated  kitchen  waste  is  brought 
back  on  the  return  journey  for  re-sale  to  local  farmers  and  poultry 
dealers. 

The  mechanical  gully  emptier  is  hired  from  the  Highways 
Department  on  two  days  a  week  for  the  emptying  of  225  pails 
provided  at  unsewered  property.  The  large  majority  of  these 
pails  are  emptied  weekly  and  on  each  occasion  the  emptied  pail  is 
charged  with  approximately  a  gallon  of  strong  disinfectant  fluid. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  dealt  with  on  controlled  tipping  lines 
at  Meadow  Head,  although  some  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
obtaining  sufficient  covering  material  for  satisfactory  tip  sealing. 
The  first  part  of  the  culverting  scheme  was  completed  during  the 
year  at  a  cost  of  £1,828  and  this  rendered  available  an  appreciable 
area  of  land  for  development.  The  number  of  loads  tipped  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Refuse  . 

Sweepings  .... 

Gully  Material 
Various  . 

CLEANSING  COSTS. 

The  nett  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  (excluding 
excreta  removed)  for  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1952, 


was  £10,108. 

Nett  Cost  per  Ton  (estimated  weight)  .  £1/2/111(1. 

Nett  Cost  per  1,000  Premises  .  £l059/8/6-|d. 

Nett  Cost  per  1,000  Population  (25,320)  .  £399/4/2Jd. 

Nett  Cost — equivalent  rate  in  the  £  .  £0/l/4Jd. 

Percentage  to  total  rates  in  the  £  .  6-8% 


5038 

87 

101 

1121 
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SALVAGE. 

The  weight  and  value  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year 
are  as  follows:  — 


Waste  Paper  . 

Kitchen  Waste  (Raw) 

Textiles  . 

Bones  . — 

Ferrous  Metals  . 


t.  c.  Q. 
119  12  3 

160  9  0 
17  2 

1  2 
2  2 


£  s.  d. 
1866  10  10 
475  1  5 

9  19  6 
9  9 

9  3 


Totals  . 

Concentrated  Kitchen  Waste 
(Gross  Profit)  . 


281  3  1  2352  10  9 
124  5  0  308  11  0 


Total  Income  . 


2661  1  9 


Although  the  income  from  the  sale  of  waste  paper  increased 
during  the  jear,  owing  to  its  high  sales  value,  the  tonnage  collec¬ 
ted  decreased.  The  value  of  waste  paper  was  so  great  as  to  become 
an  appreciable  inducement  for  most  business  premises  to  sell  their 
salvage  and  also  for  various  private  organisations  and 
individuals  to  avail  themselves  of  the  prices  offered  by  local  dealers. 
An  attractive  bonus  scheme  for  the  employees,  after  being  reason¬ 
ably  successful  for  part  of  the  year,  did  not  maintain  the  desired 
results  in  face  of  this  intense  competition. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

246  visits  by  members  of  the  staff  were  paid  to  the  public  con¬ 
veniences  in  the  area.  The  fittings  of  the  conveniences  continue  to 
be  subject  to  much  abuse  by  destructive  persons  and  considerable 
time  and  expense  is  involved  in  rectifying  the  wilful  damage.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  new  male  and  female  conveniences  were  erected  at 
Mill  End,  Waterfoot,  and  a  new  urinal  at  Loveclough.  New  con¬ 
veniences  are  approved  for  the  Water  area,  but,  until  the  central 
area  bus  scheme  can  be  proceeded  with,  there  appears  little  likeli¬ 
hood  of  new  conveniences  being  erected  in  lieu  of  the  inadequate 
ones  at  Queens  Square.  The  provision  of  suitable  conveniences 
with  regular  staffing  is  very  much  to  be  desired  in  the  centre  town 
area. 
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SECTION  E. 


Housing. 


(a)  STATISTICS. 

NEW  HOUSES. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during-  the  vear  : — 

Traditional 
Permanents.  Elats. 


(i)  By  the  local  authority  .  91  16 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  .  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  7 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  338 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above  purpose  ...  1362 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions  1925  and  1932  .  33 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  above  purpose  .  93 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . . .  24 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonablv  fit  for  human  habitation  .  314 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  and  its  officers  .  333 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

L  Housing  Act,  1936  (Sections  9,  10  &  16)  : 

(a)  No.  of  dwell i  ng-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  8 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  service 
of  formal  notices,  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(i)  by  owners  .  3 

(ii)  by  the  local  authority  in  default  .  nil 
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2.  Public  Health  Acts: 


(a)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . 3 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(i)  by  owners  .  nil 

(ii)  by  the  local  authority  in  default  .  nil 

3.  Housing  Act,  1936  (Sections  11  &  13)  : 

(a)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  6 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  5 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  (Section  12) : 

(a)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  . 10 

(b)  No.  of  separate  tenement  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936— PART  IV— OVERCROWDING. 

No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

1951  . . . .  nil 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  1951  nil 
No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

1.  (a)  No.  of  schemes  submitted  : 

(i)  By  private  individuals  .  2 

(ii)  By  local  authority  . ^ .  2 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  affected  .  2 

2.  (a)  No.  of  schemes  approved  : 

(i)  of  private  individuals  .  2 

(ii)  of  local  authority  . .  nil 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  affected  .  2 

3.  (a)  No.  of  additional  separate  dwellings  provided  nil 

(b)  GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the 
Borough  is  far  from  satisfactory.  Dampness,  bad  siting  and  in¬ 
adequate  sanitary  and  other  desirable  facilities  are  prevalent.  The 
survey  carried  out  in  1950  revealed  that  2,179  houses,  or  24%  of 


the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  are  of  the  back-to-back 
or  basement  type,  whilst  124  houses  were  found  to  be  built  6ft. 
or  more  below  rear  ground  level,  and  a  further  72  houses  are  also 
affected  by  the  steep  contours  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the 
rear  walls.  These  back  to  earth  dwellings  are  naturally  affected 
by  land  drainage,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  severe  dampness  is 
in  evidence.  98.3%  of  the  2,520  sub-standard  type  houses  revealed 
by  the  survey  were  built  prior  to  1891,  and  783  dwellings,  or  31% 
were  erected  prior  to  1847.  The  general  repair  condition  and  lack 
of  amenities  of  these  properties  can  well  be  imagined. 

Whilst  this  housing  problem  can  only  be  drastically  dealt 
with  by  large  scale  representation  of  clearance  areas,  a  procedure 
which  at  present  cannot  be  effected,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  during  the  past  few  years  in  dealing 
with  priority  unfit  dwellings.  Publication  of  the  survey  report 
referred  to  above  resulted  in  an  annual  allocation  being  made  by 
the  Housing  Committee  of  a  number  of  houses  for  the  re-housing 
of  displaced  tenants  from  individual  unfit  houses  represented  under 
Section  11  or  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  As  a  result  of  this 
allocation  a  two-fold  policy  was  pursued,  namely  (a)  condemnation 
of  priority  unfit  houses  within  the'  allocation  number  where  the 
tenants  required  re-housing;  (b)  continuation  of  the  former  policy 
of  condemnation  of  seriously  unfit  houses  which  became  empty. 
A  summary  of  the  action  taken  is  as  follows  : — 


Houses  allocated  to  Health  Committee — 1950  .  20 

1951  .  12 


32 

Policy  A. 

Houses  represented  for  closure  or  demolition  as 

part  of  allocation  .  32 

Houses  where  no  re-housing  was  found  to  be 
necessary  (one  tenant  died  and  another  found 


own  accommodation)  .  2 

Houses  utilising  allocation  .  30 

Houses  remaining  to  be  utilised  .  2 
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Policv  B. 

J 

Houses  represented  for  closure  or  demolition  after 

being'  vacated  .  1947-1949  14 

1950-1951  13 

Total  condemnations  . . .  1947-1949  14 

1950-51  45 

59 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  and  type  of  houses  re¬ 
quired  to  deal  with  the  first  priority  list  of  applicants  for  Cor¬ 
poration  houses  was  as  follows  : — (a)  4  bedroomed  parlour  type — 
20,  (b)  3  bedroomed  parlour  type — 12,  (c)  3  bedroomed  non-parlour 
type — 12,  (d)  2  bedroomed  non-parlour  type — 345,  (e)  bunaglows 
and  flats — 30. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  85  houses  were  under  construction 
and  contracts  let  for  a  further  43  houses.  Schemes  contemplated 
in  the  near  future  are  for  185  houses.  The  majority  of  the  building 
sites  are  hilly  but  as  there  is  no  alternative  the  best  use  has  to  be 
made  of  those  available. 

With  regard  to  overcrowding  no  accurate  information  is  avail¬ 
able,  but  regular  and  intimate  contact  with  housing  conditions 
indicates  that  statutory  overcrowding  is  at  a  reasonably  low  level. 
The  adoption  of  a  bedroom  standard  of  overcrowding  for  the 
review  of  applicants  for  Corporation  houses  is  undoubtedly  keeping 
serious  overcrowding  down  to  a  minimum.  There  does  appear, 
however,  to  be  a  shortage  of  4  bedroomed  type  houses  to  deal  with 
the  very  large  families. 

The  economic  factors  of  low  rentals  and  high  repair  costs 
influences  action  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  Sys¬ 
tematic  reconditioning  of  property  under  the  Housing  Acts  is 
virtually  at  a  standstill  and  recourse  is  usually  had  to  requiring 
the  carrying  out  of  essential  repairs  only.  Whilst  many  houses  in 
the  district  could  be  re-conditioned  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
there  is  little  chance  for  most  of  the  surveyed  sub-standard  dwel¬ 
lings  to  attain  the  necessary  standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry. 
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SECTION  F. 


ection  and  Supervision 
of  Food 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  supervision  of  milk 
production  on  farms  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Local  Authorities  are  still  responsible 
for  many  important  duties  connected  with  milk  distribution,  in¬ 
cluding  the  sampling  of  milk  after  it  leaves  the  farm.  They  also 
possess  the  powers  for  prevention  of  infection  of  milk,  and  duties 
in  connection  with  water  supply,  sewage  disposal  and  housing  at 
farm  and  dairy  premises. 

The  closest  contact  is  maintained  with  the  Ministry’s  officers 
controlling  milk  production  and  copies  of  milk  sample  reports 
are  forwarded  to  them  for  information  and  action.  Prompt  checks 
at  all  farms  are  usually  given,  following'  our  advice  of  an  adverse 
sample  report.  Follow-up  samples  invariably  demonstrate  the 
value  of  this  system  of  co-ordination.  Last  year’s  sampling 
revealed  that  80%  of  the  samples  passed  the  methylene  blue 
reduction  test  which  measures  hygienic  quality,  whilst  it  is  pleas¬ 
ing  to  note  that  all  samples  were  found  free  of  tubercle  bacilli  on 
subjection  to  biological  testing. 


The  complete  figures  are  as  follows:  — 


No.  of 

No.  satis- 

No.  unsat  is- 

Raw  Milk. 

sample? 

i.  factory. 

factory. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  biological  test 

60 

60 

— 

(ii)  Methylene  blue  reduction 

test  . 

71 

57 

14 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

(i)  Phosphatase  l  est  . 

7 

7 

— 

(ii)  Methylene  blue  reduction 

6 

6 

— 

Sterilised  Milk. 

(i)  Turbidity  test  . 

1 

1 

— 

The  following  registrations 

and  licences  are  in 

operation  in 

the  district  : — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulatons,  1949. 

No.  of  registered  distributors  operating  from  : 


(a)  Shops  in  the  district  .  61 

(b)  Premises  outside  the  district  .  4 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  dealers’  licences  (including  supplementary 
licences  for  distribution  of  “Tuberculin  Tested’’ 

Milk  .  8 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Retail  Distributions 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  Pasteurised  17 

“heat”  treated  milk  .  Sterilised  54 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Inspection  of  food  is  carried  out  regularly  at  retailers’  premi¬ 
ses.  Meat  supplied  for  retail  sale  in  the  Borough  is  inspected  at 
the  Burnley  Public  Abattoir,  and  distributed  from  there.  Owners 
of  “cottagers”  pigs  voluntarily  notify  time  and  date  of  slaughter 
and  where  they  are  killed  at  the  two  approved  slaughter  houses 
they  are  subject  to  inspection.  During  the  year  69  notifications 
were  received  and  13  pigs  inspected.  No  disease  conditions  were 
fou  nd . 


During  the  year  part:  of  the  carcase  of  a  calf  which  had 
been  illicitly  slaughtered  was  seized  owing  to  its  fevered  condition 
and  in  the  resultant  prosecution  the  defendant  was  fined  £42. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  inspected  and  condemned. 


Bacon  and  Ham 

Beverages  . 

Butter  . 

Cereals  . 

Cake  . 

Cheese  . 

Cordial  . 

Fish,  tinned  . 

Fish,  wet  . 

Fruit,  dried  . 

Fruit,  tinned  . 

Meat  Pies  . 

Meat,  raw  . 

Meat,  tinned  . 

Milk,  tinned  . 

Nuts  . 

Pickles  . 

Preserves  . 

Rabbits  . 

Soup  . 

Vegetables,  tinned 


148  lbs. 

9  lbs. 

167  lbs. 

245  lbs. 

56  lbs. 

26  lbs. 

10  bottles 
69  tins 

196  lbs. 

26  packets 
446  tins 
6 

37  lbs. 

229  tins 

230  tins 
62  lbs. 

24  jars 

57  tins  or  jars 
209  lbs. 

61  tins 
146  tins 


ICE  CREAM.  . 

There  are  7  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough,  3 
of  whom  use  the  hot-mix  method  and  4  the  cold-mix  method. 
In  only  one  instance  is  the  production  carried  out  on  a  large  scale, 
the  others  are  small  traders  and  shopkeepers  manufacturing  for 
their  own  requirements.  In  all  cases  special  rooms  are  used  for 
ice  cream  manufacture,  and  none  is  made  in  association  with 
domestic  arrangements.  The  sale  of  ice  cream  continues  to  in¬ 
crease  and  14  new  registrations  were  approved  during  the  year,  of 
which  13  were  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream,  and  one  was  for 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  details  of  registrations  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 

Hot  Mix  Cold  Mix. 


1.  Wholesale  manufacturers  .  1  — 

2.  Manufacturing  retailers  .  2  4 

3.  Retail  vendors — pre-packed  .  56  — 

Loose  .  13  — - 


Totals  .  72  4 


Generally  speaking,  inspection  of  the  above  premises  revealed 
that  the  relevant  Acts  and  Regulations,  together  with  the  adopted 
Lancashire  County  Council’s  Codes  of  Practice,  were  being  satis¬ 
factorily  observed.  74  visits  were  made. 

57  samples  of  ice  cream  were  collected  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  reported  on  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grade.  No.  of  Samples. 

1  41 

2  7 

3  7 

4  2 

FOOD  POISONING. 

One  family  type  outbreak  occurred  during  the  year  which  in¬ 
volved  seven  persons.  Cold  roast  turkey  was  found  to  be  the 
vehicle  of  infection  of  the  causal  agent-clostridium  welchii.  Owing 
to  the  degree  of  heat  resistance  displayed  by  this  organism  the 
stage  of  contamination  could  not  be  properlv  pinpointed.  All  the 
affected  persons  recovered  from  their  illness. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Codes  of  practice  based  on  the  integrated  requirements  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  adopted  clean  food  bye-laws 
were  circulated  to  all  food  traders  during  the  year.  The  Cedes 
had  been  formulated  at  a  series  of  meetings  held  bv  the  Divisional 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  which  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors 
of  the  seven  authorities  in  the  County  Health  Division  were 
present. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  course  on  “Hygienic  Food 
Handling”  was  being  organised  in  conjunction  with  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association.  Circular  letters  to  over  400  food  traders 
in  the  Borough  inviting  their  attendance  at  the  lectures,  were 
followed  by  personal  canvass,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
over  80  persons  enrolled  for  the  course  of  nine  lectures  which 
commenced  in  January,  1952. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADULTERATION. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  undertake  the  sampling  of 
food  for  quality,  assistance  being  rendered  by  this  Department  as 
required.  Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
has  kindly  furnished  the  following  information  : — 


A  total  of  129  samples  was  obtained  ;  of  these,  79  were  of 
milk  and  the  50  others  comprised:  — 


1  beef  sausage 
3  fish  paste 

2  condensed  milk,  full  cream, 
unsweetened 

3  castor  oil 
1  cakes 

1  fruit  tarts 

1  custard  pie 

2  glycerin  of  borax 
2  oatmeal 

1  nutmeg,  ground 

1  Nescafe 

2  camphorated  oil 


1  sauce 

8  ice  cream 

2  meat  pies 

1  tomato  ketchup 

1  mixed  spice 

2  liquid  paraffin 
4  epsom  salts 

3  tapioca 

1  ground  mixed  spice 

2  dried  sage 

2  blanc  mange  powder 
2  coffee 

1  custard  powder 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyst  to 
be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 


Sample 
Beef  sausage 


Result  of  Analysis.  Action  Taken. 

Deficient  23%  of  the  mini-  Prosecution— 

mum  percentage  of  meat.  Vendor  fined 

£7  &  £l/l/0d. 

costs. 


1  Informal  milk  Deficient  15%  fat. 


Further  sample 
taken. 
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Action  Taken. 


Sample 

1  Informal  milk 
1  Informal  milk 


Result  of  Analysis. 


Freezing  point  indicated  1 
3%  of  extraneous  water. 

Deficient  of  7.6%  solids- 
not-fat.  The  freezing  point 
indicated  presence  of 
10.9%  of  extraneous  water.  , 


Same  vendor. 
Formal  samples 
obtained. 


1  Tapioca 

1  Ice  cream 

1  Formal  milk 
1  Formal  milk 


1  Formal  milk 


DISEASES  O 
Functions 

by  the  Health  Committee  are  carried  out  by  the  Police.  I  am 
indebted  to  Supt.  G.  Smith  for  details  of  the  work  carried  out  bv 


his  officers  during  1951. 

No.  of  cases  cf  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  .  nil 

No.  of  cases  of  Anthrax  . nil 

No.  of  cases  of  Fowl  Pest  (not  confirmed)  .  1 

No.  of  cases  of  Swine  Fever  (not  confimed)  .  1 

Action  taken  under  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938  .  nil 

No.  of  cases  of  Sheep  Scab  .  nil 

No.  of  Notices  received  of  intention  to  Sheep  Dip  .  20 

No.  of  Movement  Licences  issued  under  Animals  Landing 

from  Ireland  Order  .  nil 

No.  of  Movement  Licences  issued  under  Swine  Fever 

Order,  1938  .  nil 

No.  of  Movement  Licences  issued  under  Foot  &  Mouth 

D  isease  Order,  1938  .  Infected  areas  ...•■•  8 

Controlled  areas  ...  9 

No.  of  Movement  Licences  issued  under  .Sheep  Scab 


Order,  1938  .  nil 


Consisted  of  a  mixture  of  Vendor  notified 
Tapioca  with  40%  Sago. 

Fat  content  only  3%.  Formal  sample 

obtained. 

Freezing  point  indicated  ' 

0.8%  extraneous  water. 

Deficient  6.7%  solids-not- 
fat.  Freezing  point  indica¬ 
ted  presence  of  10.4%  of 
extraneous  water. 

Deficient  of  1.1%  solids- 
not-fat.  Freezing  point  in¬ 
dicated  presence  of  5%  of 
extraneous  water. 

^  ANIMALS  ACT. 
with  regard  to  above  Acts  which  are  administered 


Same  vendor. 
Prosecution  — 
Vendor  fined 
£5  &  £3/ 3/0d. 
costs. 
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